9, iHE SUWANNEE AT OKINAWA n

The record of the U.8.8, SUFANNEE, & SANGAMON class escort carrier, lends
ample proof to ghe oft-heard claim that she is one of the most outstanding and
toughest GVE's afloat. The liat of victories in whieh she has had a part reads
tike a chronicle of the Navy's progress in World War II,

Fresh out of the yards, a large fleet tanker converted to a carrier, the
SUVANNEE distinguished herself in hep first taste of battle during the landings
*t Casablanca in Afrieca, There she became the first Americen carrier to sink =
€ man submarine. But Casablenca was only the beginning, The travels of the

- U ANNEE thereafter took her to the Pacific and a part in virtually every in-
7 slen that helped blast the way to Tokyo, Among them were the actions at

'+ adaleenal, Russell Islands,New Georglas, the Gilberts (including Tarawa),
swajalein, Eniwetok, Palau, Ajtape, Hollandia, Saipan, Tinian, Guem, Morotai,
the famous Battle of Leyte Gulf and finally Okinawa and Balikpapan, With that
lmpressive list of battle stripes, it is believed that the SUWANNEE holds a
record for participation . in Pacifle conquests that no other CVE can equal,

It wes during the thunderous battle off the shores of Leyte in October,
1944 that the SUWANNEE acquired the dubious distinetion of becoming the vietim
for the first use of suicide planes by the Japanese. She was hit by two of
them and suffered severe damage with numerous casualties. Not for long was she
out of action, however, for after undergoing repair and overhaul at the Puget
Sound Navy Yard in Bremerton and taking aboard a new complement of flyers, Air
Group 40, she came back to the far Pacific for what proved to be the toughest
Job of her career~---Okinaws,

The ship's war bomnet wzs alrveady a well-decorated headpiece but by far the
brightest feather in it weg destined to be that marking the Okindwa campaign,
Fittingly enough, she sortied from Ulithi's huge anchorage shortly after many
members of her c¢rew had been decorated for heroism in the Battle of Leyte Gulf
during a ceremony on the flight deck. The ship was not long in the open sea
before the Commanding Offiger, Captain Delbert S, Cornwell, USN, of Philippi,
Jest Virginia, informed the crew over the shipfs general announcing system
‘hat an invasion, only 325 bpies miles from Japsn, was their destination.

Jdttle did anyons anticipate then the three-month long grind thet wes to ensue,

With a pre-dawn flight on Easter Sunday, April 1, the SUWANNER started the

":inawa operation in the traditionsl role of the CVE'ge--lending air support

“ the ground troops, But it was but a few days before it became apparent that
- real task of Carrier Division 22 and the SUWANNEE was to be the neutraliza-
‘on of enemy airfields, Her planes flew more sorties and trucked more TNT
sver to Jap installations than any other CVE Air Group hed ever done, And
finally, she established a new merk for ruggedness by remaining in eontinuous
combat operstion for 82 days., _

During that threewmonth marathon, it has been estimated that Carrier
Vivision 22 pilote flew almost 12,000 sorties, Of that total, SUWANNEE's
1ir group contributed 3,273, while amassing more than 10,000 hours in the air.
It. Commander J.C. Longino, Jr., Alr Group Commander, of Fairburn, Ga., led
the squedron with 471.4 hours of flight time. In the large number of gtrike
issions carried out by the air EToup, 495 tons of bombs were dropped on the
vaemy and 6, 176 rockets were launched. How well all that TNT paid off in
‘he destruction of airfields and grounded planes is best indicated by the fact
“hat the Jap air forces attacking Okinawa came not from the Sakishima group
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